
I want to start by 
thanking all of you for a tremendous year!  As I 
look back over the year and the accomplishments 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘΣ LΩƳ 
once again reminded of all the reasons I belong to 
this wonderful     organization. Our goal this year 
was Building   Relationships.  With that said, I 
hope you got to know each other better, learned 
a little more about your own strengths, learned 
more about our industry and that you grew in 
some way, both personally and professionally.    

HIGHLIGHTS FROM  2011 -  

Community Service ς We had a service day in the 
soup kitchen.  Our clothing drive collected over 
мΣмтл ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ wŀŎƘŜƭΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ онр ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ 
Dress for Success.  We also sponsored the Gloria 
CŜƭŘǘ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ άф ²ŀȅǎ ²ƻƳŜƴ Ŏŀƴ /ƘŀƴƎŜ Iƻǿ 
ǿŜ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ !ōƻǳǘ tƻǿŜǊέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ 5ǊŜǎǎ 
For Success.  We donated $250 dollars to the AEP 
Toy Drive and also brought teen girl gifts for our 
Holiday Social this year.   

Special Events ς  

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ  

CǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŀǘ aƻƴƎƻƭƛŀƴ .ŀǊōŜŎǳŜΦ  ά¢ŀƪƛƴƎ Lǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ DǊƛƭƭέ  

Above and Beyond the call of duty ς  

2011 Talk to Me ς Ohio Chapter organized and 
produced, an innovative take on the Panel       
Discussion for the 2011 Conference this year. It 
was a huge hit!! 

Next year plans are already beginning to discuss 

ǘƘŜ hƘƛƻ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмн    
Conference.  The theme is E4 ALL ς Energy,      
Environment, Economy and Education. 

Member Recognition - 

LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ 
chosen by International for awards.  

Velda Otey ς awarded the International Honorary 
Life Member ς highest honor given 

 Vikki Michalski ς awarded the OAK award in hon-
or of her contributions to WiNUP and the utility 
industry. Lastly, we have two members who will 
serve on the international board of officers for 
2012.  Velda Otey, incoming president and Susan 
Toombs, incoming treasurer. 

Thank you all for the privilege of serving such a 
wonderful and talented group of women.  I look 
forward to next year and the opportunities that 
may present for each of us.  This is the time of the 
year where we reflect on what has been and look 
forward to what can be.  I encourage each of you 
to think about your strengths and what you can 
offer to this organization.  You get out what you 
Ǉǳǘ ƛƴΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ς GET 
INVOLVED!!!!  I used this quote from Ella Baker at 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ 
those of you who were not there.   

ά¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ Ƨƻō ǿŀǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊπ
stand and believe that they had something within 
their personal power to contribute ς something 
ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜέ 

Happy Holidays. 

            Message from the Chair  

               Scindra Kolecki, Ohio Chapter Chair 
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WINUPõS MISSION 

Provide a link for developing and 

recognizing professions       in-

volved with utility business 

trends, issues, products and ser-

vices 

WINUPõS OBJECTIVES 

1. Opportunities for professional 

development 

2. Network and mentoring 

among members 

3. Recognition and visibility 

among members 

For additional information, 

please visit our website 

www.winupoh.org  

   Calendar of Events  

 Jan. 2012  - Kick Off  

Meeting 
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Inside Story Headline  

  Attendees at 2011 WiNUP Conference all winners 

More than 80 WiNUP members, prospective members and guests participated in an action-packed International Conference 
Sept. 26-ну ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ά¢ŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ hōǎǘŀŎƭŜǎ ǘƻ aŜŜǘ ¸ƻǳǊ DƻŀƭǎΣέ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ       
Indiana Chapter. 

During the conference, 2012 International officers were announced and installed. They are: Velda Otey, Ohio Chapter, incom-
ing president; Donna Campbell, West Virginia Chapter, incoming vice president; Danette Scudder, East Tennessee Chapter,          
incoming secretary; and Susan Toombs, Ohio Chapter, incoming treasurer. 

Anita Banister, Indiana Chapter, and Otey, were awarded International Honorary Life Member status, which is the highest   
ƘƻƴƻǊ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƛb¦tΩǎ нлмм ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ±ƛƪƪƛ aƛŎƘŀƭǎƪƛ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƘƛƻ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
Oak Aaward recipient in recognition of her contributions to WiNUP and the utility industry. Scudder received the POWER 
Award, which is given to up-and-coming members who have contributed to WiNUP and the industry. 

The conference featured an array of top-notch speakers: 

ω ƪƛŎƪ-off speaker Cea Cohen-9ƭƭƛƻǘǘΩǎ ƘǳƳƻǊ-filled, motivational talk helped members get their game on; 

ω ²ƛb¦t ƳŜƳōŜǊ 5ƻƴƴŀ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΤ 

ω aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ {ȅǎōŜƳŀΣ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΣ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ  ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎŀƳŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊΤ 

ω .ŜŎƪȅ IƻǊǘƻƴΣ ŀ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΣ ƘŀŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άCƛƎƘǘ [ƛƪŜ ŀ DƛǊƭέ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΤ 

ω aƛǎǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ нллф YŀǘƛŜ {ǘŀƳ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΤ 

ω 5ǊΦ !ǳŘŜŜƴ CŜƴǘƛƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΤ 

ω 5Ŝƴŀ {ǘƻƴŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
Capitol Hill; 

ω ²ƛb¦t ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ±ƛƪƪƛ aƛŎƘŀƭǎƪƛΣ [ƛƭŀ aǳƴǎŜȅ όǇŀǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘύ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǳŘƛŀ tƻǿŜƭƭ όŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊύ ƭŜŘ ŀ         
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά²ƛb¦t млмΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ wƻƻƪƛŜǎ bŜŜŘ ǘƻ YƴƻǿέΤ 

ω IŀǊŘ-Hatted Women Executive Director Terri Sandu talked about women in non-traditional utility jobs; 

ω aΦ /ŀǊƻƭ CƻȄΣ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ Dŀǎ ƻŦ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ Dŀǎ ƻŦ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ±Ŝƴƛǘŀ aŎ/Ŝƭƭƻƴ-Allen,               
president and chief operating officer of AEP Southwestern Electric Power Company, joined Velda Otey for the world premiere 
ƻŦ ά¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ aŜΣέ ²ƛb¦tΩǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ ό¢ƘŜ hƘƛƻ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ aŜέ 
program); 

ω /ƘǳŎƪ ¢ƛŜƳŀƴƴΣ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƭƛƴŜƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƴ ŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŜƴŜǊƎƛȊŜŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōΣ ǊƛǾŜǘŜŘ 
the audience with his personal story; and 

ω Wƛƭƭ bƛŎƘƻƭǎΣ ŀƴ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǾƛŎŜ-president of Vera Bradley, Inc., talked about her company and its role in finding a cure for 
breast cancer. 

 ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LŘƻƭέ Ŧƛƴŀƭƛǎǘ !ƳŀƴŘŀ hǾŜǊƳȅŜǊ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƻǿŜŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά5ŜƴƛƳΣ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǾŀǎέ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ    
banquet with her powerful vocals, she charmed them with her honest answers to questions about her experience on the       
popular talent show.  

 Conference attendees worked together on three community service projects during the first day: Cleaning a kitchen at the 
Ronald McDonald House of Indiana, organizing toiletry items for the Hoosier Veterans Assistance Foundation (which helps 
homeless veterans) and unwrapping thousands of donated crayons for Africrans for AmeriKids (which supports orphaned      
children in Africa).  

 Through various fund-raising activities ς including sales of pink T-shirts and pink ribbon necklaces, a basket raffle and basket 
silent auction -- more than $1,400 was raised during the conference for breast cancer research.  

 Indiana Chapter and conference planning committee members were Ashlee Milligan Siegle and Emily Schilling, conference       
co-chairs; and Wanda Anderson, Jessica Bacon, Anita Banister, Holly Huffman, Jeanne Loechle, Pennie Mask, Jane McVey,  
Benita Runion, Katy Stegall, Dorothy Stoler and Tracie Trent. 
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 Health Tip 

                                       by Susan Toombs 

According to the experts, stress causes your body to send 
damaging hormones, including cortisol, coursing through 
your system. Excess cortisol is believed to cause your body 
to store belly fat, the tissue most likely to damage your 
heart and other organs. The following tips should help you 
beat holiday stress and just maybe find an easier way to 
navigate the coming year. 

 

1.    Pamper yourself.  If there were ever a time to get a 
massage, this is it.  

2.    Move. Focus on fitness, rather than worrying about 
fatness ς rev up your metabolism with aerobic and 
strengthening exercises. 

3.    Hang out with happy friends. Go for quality rather 
than quantity in your social life. During the holidays, hang 
out only with friends who make you laugh, feed your soul 
or in other ways delight you.  

4.    Volunteer. Give your community the gift of you, even if all you can volunteer is a smile or a compliment.  

5.    Play with your food. [ƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǳǇ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎΦ 5ƻ ŀ ǊŜŎƛǇŜ άƳŀƪŜƻǾŜǊΦέ CƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘ ς 
then ignore the rest of the buffet table. Use smaller plates for smaller portions. Stick to your healthy foods, even if you add the 
occasional holiday splurge. This will make it easier to resume your healthy lifestyle in January.  

6.    Rethink gift-giving.  Make gift-giving as easy as possible. This may mean giving fewer gifts, doing all your shopping online, 
paying the local mall group a few dollars to wrap your packages for you, or perhaps making modest online donations to the     
favorite causes of friends and family.  

 

 

7.    Laugh. !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ [ƻƳŀ [ƛƴŘŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŀǳƎƘ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ 
ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜǎ ŘƻǇŀŎΣ ŎƻǊǘƛǎƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŜǇƛƴŜǇƘǊƛƴŜΦέ  

 

 

 

 

 

8.    Sleep. Try for eight hours. Make sure you get at least seven.  

9.    Say noΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΥ άbƻέ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΦ 

10.    Cut yourself some slack. ̧ ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΣ          
dues-paying member of the human race, and you wisely decided the   
holidays should be not about stress but about joy! 
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       Annual Holiday Social includes giving to othersAnnual Holiday Social includes giving to othersAnnual Holiday Social includes giving to others   
 

 A visit from Santa, a game of Bingo, good food, conversations with friends 
and mentors, music and dancing and the opportunity to win door prizes ς all 
elements of a party and a good party it was on Dec. 2 as WiNUP Ohio mem-
ōŜǊǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ нлмм ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ DƛŦǘ ƻŦ DƛǾƛƴƎΦέ  

 

As has become tradition, members and guests mingled and networked while 
enjoying appetizers, beverages and desserts as holiday music wafted softly 
through the room. Approximately 55 members and guests attended the an-
nual event in the AEP executive dining room.   

Special highlights of the evening included the presentation of a $250 check 
from the chapter to Santa to support the AEP Toy Drive. Each attending 
member also donated an unwrapped item selected especially for a teenage 
girl to help Santa make sure there is something for everyone in his bag of 
gifts. 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ /ƘŀƛǊ /ƛƴŘȅ YƻƭŜŎƪƛ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ нлмм ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
international organization, presented the outgoing officers with gifts of appreciation for their hard work and support, and 
ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ нлмнΦ  

 

Chapter leaders for 2012, effective Jan. 1, are Jenifer Fischer, chair; Kristen Thompson, vice chair 2012 and chair-elect 
2013; Doreen Hohl, treasurer; and Lindsay Chambers, secretary. Kolecki ς as immediate past chair ς will serve in 2012 as 
an advisor to the new officers and also remains a voting member of the chapter executive committee. 

      

 

 

Following the program, a unique game of WiNUP Bingo allowed attendees to become 
better acquainted prior to joining the Columbus Steppers line dancers to learn variations 
of popular line dances, including the Cuban Shuffle and the Electric Slide. Music was by 
Elite Services DJ. 

 

Special thanks to the following for contributing to another successful social: the social        
committee -- Andora Marshall, chair, Morgan Howe, June Konold, Molly Miller, Ronda       
Megger, Dee Richards, Peggy Wright and members of the hospitality committee; Char-
maine Hamilton; NiSource; Janet Rehberg; AEP and Shawn Parker and staff; WiNUP Ohio, 
Revolve Sunless Tanning  and  Winchester Laser Cosmetics. 

   

 

 

2012 officer Installation (from left) Cindy Kolecki, 2011 chair; Doreen Hohl, 
treasurer; Jenifer Fischer, chair; Kristen Thompson, vice chair; and Lindsay 
Chambers, secretary. 

Members enjoying line 
dancing lesson with Colum-
bus Steppers line dancers. 

Story and photos  by Vikki Michaski                         
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Donation to 2011 Toy Drive ς 2011 officers 

(from left) Jenifer Fischer, Doreen Hohl, 

Cindy Kolecki, Santa (Pat Collins, AEP), 

Janet Rehberg and Kristen Thompson 

pauses for photo after presenting Santa 

with a donation for the AEP Toy Drive  


